HEMINGBROUGH SCHOOL

SPECIAL EDUCATIONAL NEEDS

A policy                                                    from May 2007
Aims

At Hemingbrough Community Primary School we aim to ensure that all children with identified special needs shall:

· Have access to a broad and balanced curriculum

· Achieve the very best of which they are capable

· Be happy

· Be included

· Demonstrate personal development and growth 

· Make good progress

· Experience wider activities leading to greater independence

· Be encouraged to make effective independent decisions.

In order to achieve these aims the teaching staff need to be sensitive to the needs of children and be well equipped to identify and meet needs.

Objectives

To ensure access to a broad and balanced curriculum.  All staff plan differentially and targets are set for both individuals and groups through Individual Education Plans (IEPs) and provide effective and appropriate support. 

To ensure that children with special needs achieve the best that they are capable of.  The school will make full use of assessment and monitoring procedures; provide high quality learning opportunities and materials; use positive and supportive language with pupils; intervene early to promote progress; make effective use of outside agencies and liaise effectively with parents and carers.

To ensure that the children are happy within school we provide a secure and caring environment in which it is safe to fail; praise is used to celebrate achievement: suitable learning challenges are set and opportunities for parents and children to celebrate achievement are provided.  

Placing children on the school’s register of Special Needs

Children causing concern will be registered at the School Action Stage.  Their progress will be monitored through the schools ongoing procedures.

Children whose progress is causing concern (see appendix 1) will after discussion with staff and parents be placed at the School Action Stage.  They will receive additional planned intervention programmes specifically addressed to their areas of need in addition to the schools differentiated planning. 

Their progress on this planned intervention programme will be subject to ongoing monitoring and formal monitoring on a termly basis.  All staff will receive copies of these programmes.  Parents will be involved in developing and implementing a joint learning approach at home and in school.  

What is adequate progress for children within School Action?

Adequate progress may be defined in a number of ways.  Such progress may  

· Close the attainment gap between the child and their peers

· Prevent the gap between a child and its peers growing wider

· Matches or betters the child’s previous route of progress

· Ensure access to the whole curriculum

· Demonstrates an improvement in self help, social and personal skills

· Demonstrates improvements in the child’s behaviour

“When a child is placed at School Action that child will receive interventions that are additional to and different from those provided as part of the school’s usual differentiation”. DfES SEN Code of Practice.

If after suitable provision has been made and reviewed adequate progress has been made and reviewed adequate progress is not observed then the school will consider a move to School Action Plus.  This stage is characterised by greater involvement of external agencies.

School Action Plus

Any external support agency will initially rely on school based records of strategies employed in the School Action Stage.  They can then advise on new targets for the child’s IEP and on accompanying strategies.  The targets set may require specialist assessments to measure the child’s progress.  The external specialist may act in an advisory capacity or be involved in teaching the child directly. 

If a child’s progress still causes concern despite the implementation of School Action Plus strategies the school with the permission of the parents will seek a Statutory Assessment of the child.  This will be carried out by the LEA – the procedures of this assessment may be found in Special Educational Needs Code of Practice ref DFES 581/2001.  This document is held centrally. 
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This policy is due for review in May 2010 and is reported on annually in the Governing Body’s Annual Report to Parents.

Appendix 1

Defining progress that is causing concern.

The triggers for intervention through School Action could be the teacher’s or other’s concern, underpinned by evidence, about a child who despite receiving differentiated learning opportunities:

· Makes little or no progress even when teaching approaches are targeted particularly in a child’s identified area of weakness

· Show signs of difficulty in developing literacy or mathematical skills

· Presents persistent emotional or behavioural difficulties which are not ameliorated by the behaviour  management techniques usually employed within the school.

· Has sensory or physical problems and continues to make little or no progress despite the provision of specialist equipment

· Has communication and/or interaction difficulties and continues to make little or no progress despite the provision of a differentiated curriculum.

This policy will be reviewed in May 2010
